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Background

Damage to the environment during armed conflict impairs ecosystems and natural resources long after war ends. It does not respect national boundaries and extends its impacts to future generations. Sadly, this issue is more relevant today than ever before as the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine has resulted in widespread damage to a range of precious environments, including natural landscapes of incredible beauty, water resources, soil, and flora and fauna, as well as agricultural areas, power and water infrastructure, hazardous waste storage facilities, chemical and nuclear plants across vast areas of Ukraine. 
As a consequence of reckless urban warfare by Russian invaders, cities and towns have been devastated by explosive weapons, leaving millions of tons of contaminated debris to pollute our land and maim our citizens. Greenhouse gas emissions in Ukraine – the direct result of Russia’s illegal war - now total more than the annual emissions of Belgium. Countless living organisms, their habitats and a massive diversity of wildlife, including wetlands, forests, coastal ecosystems, grasslands, estuaries, archipelago systems, have been destroyed, leading to a profound loss of biodiversity and damage to delicate and essential ecosystems throughout the Ukraine. The calculated destruction of the Kakhovka Dam is but one example: leading to direct and indirect catastrophic environmental damage upstream and downstream, including large scale pollution of the Black Sea, the loss of thousands of hectares of fertile land, inevitable climate change and threat to global food security and vulnerable populations across the globe. 
International law and practice addressing environmental harms in armed conflicts have progressed substantially over the last 20 years. The United Nations Compensation Commission developed procedures for adjudicating environmental claims against Iraq for its illegal invasion of Kuwait in 1990-1991; the International Committee of the Red Cross has issued Guidelines on the Protection of the Environment in Times of Armed Conflict; the International Law Commission developed Principles on Protection of the Environment in Relation to Armed Conflict. The International Court of Justice has issued a series of rulings regarding pillage of natural resources in Eastern DRC. The field of environmental peacebuilding has been established, with a strong legal dimension. Finally, a growing number of countries are, like Ukraine, adopting national laws on ecocide and there is a growing movement to create a new (‘fifth’) international crime.
These developments reflect an ongoing need and urgency not only to prevent war-time damage to the environment, but a growing focus on holding countries and individuals accountable for war-time environmental damage. Indeed, international efforts to ensure criminal and financial accountability for war-time damage to the environment in Ukraine have already begun. 
With respect to criminal accountability: Ukraine’s Prosecutor-General has established a unit within Specialized Environmental Prosecutor’s Office of specialized prosecutors, supported by international experts from Atrocity Crimes Advisory Group for Ukraine, Climate Counsel, and others; in March 2022, the International Criminal Court initiated investigation into Situation in Ukraine; the International Center for Prosecution of the Crime of Aggression has been established; investigations in third states under universal jurisdiction are underway; and the establishment of the ad hoc Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression and International Compensation Mechanism remains an option. 
With respect to human rights and financial accountability: The United Nations Human Rights Council established the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine and, in May 2023, more than 40 countries agreed to create a Register of Damage Caused by the Russian Federation’s Aggression against Ukraine. Moreover, on the 15 November 2022, President Zelensky presented a 10-point peace plan at the G20 Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia that identified several challenges that need to be addressed by Ukraine and the international community in their efforts for restoring peace. The 10 points include tackling the devasting environmental consequences of the war as well as ensure accountability for the environmental damage. To address this issue the Office of the President of Ukraine established in June 2023 High-Level Working Group on the Environmental Consequences of the War. This high-level working group shall be co-chaired by Mr Andriy Yermak, Head of the Presidential Office, Ukraine and Ms Margot Wallström, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sweden/ former European Commissioner on Environment. It focuses in three thematic areas: 1) an assessment of the environmental and ecological damage from the war, and the immediate as well as medium- and long-term threats to human health and the broader environment; 2) Accountability of Russia for environmental crimes; 3) Green reconstruction.
Ukraine is steadily building a web of criminal and financial accountability for Russia’s calculated damage to Ukraine’s environment that will be effective and is being progressed every day. At the same time, there is urgent need to ensure against accountability gaps for serious violations of international law arising out of Russian aggression against Ukraine, as well as the furtherance of remedy and reparation for the injury caused, call for the establishment of a ad hoc Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression and International Compensation Mechanism. We should ensure that those calls are heeded. 
This Conference aims to distill the approaches and lessons from the past twenty years to inform the development of these and other institutional mechanisms, procedures, and standards that are essential to the achievement of full accountability for war-time damage to the environment.  Therefore, this Conference has three primary objectives – to:
- Build international awareness about the unprecedented consequences of war for the environment and further engagement on the political and technical level on these urgent issues;	
- Solidify the state-of-the-art legal, scientific, and economic aspects related to accountability for war-time damage to the environment; and
- Identify and address potential gaps in law and practice through expert level discussions and recommendations;
The Conference will adopt a Declaration reflecting on these issues, challenges and prospects that we will discuss and debate in course of the event.
The Conference

The conference will take place over 2 days. It is proposed to hold the conference on the 20-21of October 2023 in Kyiv, Ukraine.

The conference will bring together leading experts and decision makers from around the world to take stock of the current law, science, and economics regarding accountability for wartime environmental damage, drawing upon a growing body of practice in both criminal and civil spheres regarding norms, standards, techniques and liability. It is anticipated that 150-200 participants representing a range of perspectives (political, law, economics, science, civil society, journalists etc.) will join the two-day conference in-person.

Featured speakers and participants will include representatives of the High-Level Working Group on the Environmental Consequences of the War, established by the Office of the President of Ukraine, United Nations Programs, representatives of European Union Institutions, the International Criminal Court, the Atrocity Crimes Advisory Group, and a range of other prominent experts, and others. 

The conference will include a combination of plenary sessions and an EXPO zone. All conference plenary sessions will be recorded and made available in English and Ukrainian with the possibility to include additional languages based on available resources. In addition to the formal conference sessions, the co-convenors aim to host a photography exhibition at the conference venue to provide visual illustrations of the devastating environmental impact of the war in Ukraine. 






















AGENDA

DAY 1

10:00-11:00 (60 minutes)
OFFICIAL OPENING. INTRO 
Official opening. Intro

INTRO: up to 5 minutes, a documentary mini-film to open the event, in which we demonstrate the catastrophic impact of the Russian war on the environment of Ukraine. This is a retrospective: a journey from the once harmonious life in nature, to the horrors of war, which destroys, pollutes, floods, and burns all living things -- land, forests, animals, water and air, and leaves ruin and desert for thousands of kilometers in its wake. The viewer must understand the infinite scale of the tragedy wreaked by Russian aggression, and also understand - if this devastation is not addressed and stopped - it is not only Ukraine, but the entire world, that will be endangered.

Keynote Speech

· Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine (tbc) 
· Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission (tbc)
· Nikenike Vurobaravu, President of Vanuatu (tbc)

Opening Remarks

· Andriy Yermak, Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine.
· Andriy Kostin, Prosecutor General of Ukraine. 
· Ruslan Strilets, Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine.
· Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament (tbc)
· Karim A. A. Khan QC, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (tbc)
· Virginijus Sinkevičius, EU Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries (tbc)

11:00-12:15 (75 minutes)
Plenary Session 1: 
Open session “RUSSIAN ECOCIDE IN UKRAINE. A DANGER FOR THE WHOLE WORLD”

Panelists:
· TOP speaker. Andriy Yermak, Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine, co-chairman of the International Working Group on Environmental Consequences of War.
· TOP speaker. Margot Wallström, former European Commissioner for the Environment and former Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden, co-chair of the International Working Group on the Environmental Consequences of War. 
· Virginijus Sinkevičius, EU Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries.
· Greta Thunberg, Swedish eco-activist.
· Heidi Hautala, Vice-President of the European Parliament.
· Mary Robinson, ex-president of Ireland (1990-1997), member of the International Working Group on the Environmental Effects of War.
· Izabella Monica Vieira Teixeira, Minister of Environment of Brazil.
· Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the European Climate Foundation (ECF).
· Simon Holmström, member of the Parliament of Alandia (Finland), delegate of the Nordic Council, member of the Alliance for Combating Ecocide.
· Rebecka Le Moine, Acting Member of Swedish Parliament.

Moderator: Daria Zarivna, adviser to the Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine, Oleksandr Bevz, adviser to the Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine

12:15-13:30 (75 minutes)
LUNCH BREAK + PRESS CONFERENCE

13:30-15:00 (90 minutes)
Plenary Session 2: INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OF WAR-TIME ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE. 
This panel would examine the current state of legal protection granted to the environment during armed conflict and possible pathways for holding individuals accountable for targeting the environment as a means and method of warfare, including:
· national and international platforms for the prosecution of war-time environmental damage; 
· ecocide as a promising pathway to bring justice;
· the challenges of prosecuting environmental war crimes.

Panelists:
· Viktoriia Litvinova, Deputy Prosecutor General”;
· Brenda Hollis, Principal Trial Lawyer of the ICC (tbc)
· Richard Rogers, Executive Director of Climate Counsel
· Wayne Jordash, Managing partner of GRC
· Representative of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine (tbc)
Moderator: Maksym Popov, Adviser to the Prosecutor General 

15:00-16:00 (60 minutes)
Plenary Session 3: CLIMATE CHALLENGES IN THE MIDST OF WAR.

Panelists:
· TOP speaker. John Kerry, Special Envoy of the US President on Climate Issues (tbc)
· Margot Wallström, European Climate Foundation, former European Commissioner for the Environment and former Swedish Foreign Minister 
· Mariam Almheiri, Minister of Climate Change and Environment of the United Arab Emirates
· President of the WorldBank (Ajay Banga, 14th President of the World Bank Group, David Melpass, the 13th president of the World Bank /  EBRD (Odile Renaud-Basso) / EIB Werner Hoyer) (tbc)
· Larry Fink, CEO Black Rock (tbc)
· Oleh Bondarenko, People’s Deputy, Chairman, Verkhovna Rada Committee on Environmental Policy and Nature Management 
· Pascal Canfin, French MEP for the Liste Renaissance, part of the Renew Europe group. Chairman Environmental committee EU Parliament (tbc)

Moderator: Oleksiy Ryabchyn, Advisor to the Deputy Prime Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic integration

16:00-16:15 (15 minutes)
Coffee-break


16:15-16:30 (15 minutes)
OPENING (FOUNDING) OF THE CLIMATE OFFICE
The Ukrainian Climate Office is an institution that was missing to complete the construction of the architecture of the Ukrainian emissions trading system. After the approval of the law, the UCO will act as a verifier of emissions to be sold to other countries. UCO will primarily conduct technical negotiations on approval/verification of CO2 volumes for sale. It is a kind of "broker" for advocacy and attracting financing for the implementation of enterprise projects that will contribute to the reduction of CO2 emissions.

Broadcasting from the location of the Office // or // paired conversation on the stage
· Ruslan Strilets, Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
· Robert Habeck, Vice Chancellor of Germany and Federal Minister of Economy and Climate Protection 

16:30-17:45 (75 minutes)
Plenary Session 4: THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON GLOBAL SOUTH COUNTRIES 

The panel will serve as a platform for discussing the impact of Russian aggression on the achievement of global climate neutrality goals and the effects of climate change on Global South countries, while presenting the mechanisms and global objectives outlined in the Kyiv Declaration. In turn, this will provide the foundation for the creation of an effective international mechanism for environmental damage compensation from the aggressor country, taking into account the experience, specifics, and nuances of evidence collection and damage assessment incurred by Ukraine due to Russia's large-scale aggression.

· Quacku AFRIYIE, Minister of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation of Ghana (tbc)
· Zhanna d’ARK MUJAVAMARIA, Minister of Environment of Rwanda (tbc)
· Roselinda SOIPAN TUYA, Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Forestry of Kenya
· Maria Osmarina Marina da SILVA VAZ DE LIMA, Miniser of Environment and Climate Change of Republic of Brazil (tbc)
· Barbara DALLAS CREECY, Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries of the Republic of South Africa (tbc)
· Bhupender YADAV, Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of India 
· Mehmet ÖZHASEKI, Minister of Environment, Urban Planning and Climate Change of Turkey (tbc)
· Yasmine FOUAD, Minister of Environment Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA) (tbc)

Moderator: tbc

17:45-18:30 (45 minutes)
Plenary Session 5: PROCLAMATION OF THE DRAFT KYIV ENVIRONMENTAL DECLARATION. CONCLUDING WORDS.
The panel will summarize the previous sessions, and present the aspirations of Ukraine in fair compensation for the damage caused to the environment because of the armed aggression of the Russian federation, Ukraine will present the Kyiv Environmental Declaration for signing. The aim of the Declaration is to prevent the future wars. 

Panelists:
· Ruslan Strilets, Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
· Andriy Kostin, Prosecutor General of Ukraine
· Dmytro Kuleba, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
· Virginijus Sinkevičius, is the present Commissioner for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, at the European Commission

Moderator
Olena Sotnyk, Pricewaterhouse Coopers (tbc)

SIDE EVENTS

13:30-15:00 (90 minutes)
SIDE SESSION: TORN BY WAR: DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES OF RUSSIAN AGGRESSION FOR THE ANIMAL AND PLANT WORLD OF UKRAINE

[bookmark: _GoBack]Panelists:
· Oleksandr Krasnolutskyi, First Deputy Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
· Andreas Beckman, regional director of the World Wildlife Fund for Central and Eastern Europe (tbc)
· Sergiy Mosyakin, Director of the M.G. Kholodny Institute of Botany of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
· Vitaliy Kharchenko, Director of the Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
· Yulia Ovchynnykova, People’s Deputy of Ukraine
· Jacques Trouvilliez, Executive Secretary of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (tbc)
· Jorgo Riss, director of Greenpeace European Unit (tbc)
· Harald Egerer, Head of Vienna programme office, Secretariat of the Carpathian convention (tbc)

Moderator: Oleksandr Todorchuk, founder of UAnimals (dealing with the rescue and evacuation of animals during the war, in particular in the Kherson region)



DAY 2

10:00-10:15 (15 minutes)
INTRO: Denys Shmyhal, Prime Minister of Ukraine


10:15-11:00 (45 minutes)
Plenary Session 6: KAKHOVKA HPP: CLEAN WATER TERRORISM. THE BIGGEST TECHNOGENIC DISASTER OF THE LAST DECADES

Panelists:
· Mircea Fechet, Minister of Environment, Water and Forest Protection of Romania (tbc)
· Julian Popov, Minister of Environmental Protection and Water Resources of Bulgaria (tbc)
· Inger Andersen, Deputy UN Secretary General, Director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) (tbc)
· Yevhenii Fedorenko, Deputy Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine.
· Dmytro Komarov, Ukrainian journalist, traveler, photographer, author and host of the television program “The World Inside Out”.
· Tamara Yosypenko, acting director of the “Velykyi Luh” National Park.

Moderator: Oleksandr Bevz, adviser to the Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine

11:00-12:00 (60 minutes)
Plenary Session 7:  Responsibility of Russian Federation as a state for the Environmental Damage in Ukraine
This subpanel will examine State Responsibility for Environmental Damage, particularly the Environmental component of the Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian federation Against Ukraine, as well as Compensation Mechanism and related procedures will work to provide a path to remedy and reparation.

The panelists will present the amount of damage to the environment in the context of the total damage caused by the Aggression of the Russian federation against Ukraine.

Panelists:
· Iryna Mudra, Deputy Minister of Justice (tbc)
· Christos Giakoumopoulos, Director General of Human Rights and Rule of Law of the Council of Europe (tbc)
· Markiyan Kliuchkovskyi, Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation Against Ukraine
· Al Gore, 45th vice president of the United States, is the founder and current chair of The Climate Reality Project (tbc)
· Norbert Wuhler, Former Chief, Legal Service, United Nations Compensation Commission (tbc)

Moderator: (tbc)

11:30-12:30 (60 minutes)
Ministerial meeting (upon personal invitations)
The signing of international agreements that allow expanding the framework of ministerial cooperation, taking into account the immediate needs of Ukraine's recovery caused by Russian armed aggression.

Moderator: Ruslan Strilets, Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine. 

· Iordanka-Rodika Iordanov, Minister of Environment of the Republic of Moldova
· Mircea Fechet, Minister of Environment, Water Resources and Forests of Romania 
· Theresa Coffee, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Agriculture of the United Kingdom
· Duarte Cordeiro, Minister of Environmental Protection and Climate Action of the Portuguese Republic
· Christophe Bechu, Minister of Ecological Transition of the French Republic

12:00-13:00 (60 minutes)
LUNCH BREAK


13:00-14:00 (60 minutes)
Plenary Session 8: Emerging pathways for holding accountable for the environmental damage. 
This subpanel will outline identified gaps in national and international law and discuss possible ways and next steps for the ensuring impunity for the war-time environmental damage.
Panelists:
· Beth Van Schaack, Ambassador-at-Large for Global Criminal Justice (tbc)
· Marina Silva, Brazil's Minister of the Environment and Climate Change (tbc)
· Jojo Mehta, Stop Ecocide International, Co-Founder, Executive Director (tbc)
· Carl Bruch, Environmental Law Institute, Director, International Programs
· Marja Lehto, Ambassador and Senior Expert of Public International Law at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, Former Member of the International Law Commission and Special rapporteur for the topic “Protection of the Environment in Relation to Armed Conflicts”
· Acting member of the International Law Commission (tbc)

14:00-15:00 (60 minutes)
Plenary Session 9:  Recovery of destroyed natural ecosystems
The panel will present a general vision of the environmental recovery of Ukraine, including cross-sectoral recovery plans.
Panelists:
· Yuliia Svyrydenko, First Deputy Prime Minister of Ukraine - Minister of Economy of Ukraine
· [bookmark: _Hlk144221625]Olha Stefanishyna, Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
· Oleksandr Krasnolutskyi, Deputy Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
· Harald Egerer, Head of Vienna programme office, Secretariat of the Carpathian convention (tbc)
· Denise Brown, the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Ukraine (tbc)
· Margot Wallström, Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden and Minister for Foreign Affairs from 2014 to 2019.
· Mary Robinson, ex-president of Ireland (1990-1997), member of the International Working Group on the Environmental Effects of War.
· Bohdan Vykhor, Executive Director WWF Ukraine

Moderator:
Svitlana Nemesh, advisor to the Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine, advisor to the Head of the State Agency for Restoration and Infrastructure Development


15:00-15:15 (15 minutes)
Coffe-break

15:15-16:15 (60 minutes)
Plenary Session 10:  ROLE OF NGOs IN A CONTEXT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENSES OF WAR

Panelists:
· Oleksii Vasyliuk, head of the NGO “Ukrainian Nature Conservation Group” (UNCG)
· Denys Tsutsaiev, head of Greenpeace in Kyiv
· Olena Kravchenko, executive directorof the NGO “Environment-People-Law”
· Oleh Lystopad, ecologist, journalist
· Artem Romaniukov, co-founder of SaveDnipro / SaveEcoBot
· Olha Polunina, executive director of the Center for Environmental Initiatives “Ecodiya” (Ecoaction)
· Ruslan Havryliuk, head of the National Ecological Center of Ukraine (NECU)
· Zoriana Kozak, representative of the NGO Resource & Analysis Center "Society and Environment"

Moderator: Tetiana Tymochko, Head of the All-Ukrainian Environmental League


16:15-17:00 
Closing Remarks

· Andriy Yermak, Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine
· Margot Wallström, Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden and Minister for Foreign Affairs from 2014 to 2019.
· Andriy Kostin, Prosecutor General of Ukraine 
· Ruslan Strilets, Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
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