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The Environmental Declaration 

Kyiv, _____ October 2023
[bookmark: _GoBack]We, the undersigned, guided by the principles of international law, the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the obligations and principles of the OSCE, the Paris Charter for a new Europe, and as well as the goals and principles of international law, including international human rights law and international humanitarian law
Expressing our full support and unwavering commitment to the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders, as well as solidarity with its government and people,
Recalling the obligations of all states under Article 2 of the Charter of the United Nations, including the obligation to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state or by any other means, which is contrary to the purposes of the United Nations and to resolve its international disputes by peaceful means,
We strongly condemn the aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine and call/demand from the Russian Federation to immediately stop it, completely and unconditionally withdraw its troops from the sovereign territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders of 1991, including territorial waters,
We recognize that the aggressive war of aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine causes significant damage to the environment of Ukraine, endangers the destruction of natural resources and elements of flora and fauna, and also significantly undermines global efforts to maintain the environment and reduce emissions of toxic substances,
Taking into account UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/ES-11/5 "Provision of remedies and reparations in connection with aggression against Ukraine", which expresses serious concern about, among other things, the destruction of natural resources, and which it is determined that the Russian Federation must bear the legal consequences of all its internationally illegal acts, including compensation for damage, including any damage caused by such acts, and the need to create, in cooperation with Ukraine, an international mechanism for compensation for damages, losses or damage is separately determined, which are the result of internationally illegal acts of the Russian Federation in Ukraine or against Ukraine,
Referring to the Resolution of the European Parliament of November 23, 2022 2022/2896(RSP) "On the recognition of the Russian Federation as a state sponsor of terrorism", which calls on member states to work on the creation of a comprehensive International Compensation Mechanism, including an International Register of Damages, and actively cooperate with the Ukrainian authorities on this issue,
Taking into account the Resolution of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe No. 2506 (2023) "Political consequences of the war of aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine", in which the Parliamentary Assembly reiterates its strong condemnation of the war of aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine as a violation of international law and an act of unprecedented seriousness in itself, and because of its far-reaching, among other things, environmental consequences in Europe and beyond,
Taking into account the Resolution CM/ Res (2023)3 on the creation of the Expanded Partial Agreement on the Register of Damages Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which condemns all violations of international law, including attacks directed at the environment in Ukraine, and it is also determined that the Register of Damages, caused by the war of aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine will serve as a documentary form for submitting evidence and claim information about damage, losses or injuries,
Guided by the fact that the creation of an international platform for assessing environmental damage, will implement the Clause 8 of the "Peace Formula of the President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy", which also focuses on the large-scale environmental damage caused by the aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which poses a threat not only to Ukraine, but also to the whole world,
Once again, confirming our determination to continue to support Ukraine until the full restoration of its territorial integrity within the internationally recognized borders of 1991 and throughout the process of sustainable recovery and reconstruction of Ukraine, -
The signatories of the Declaration decided to:
1. To emphasize that the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine leads to severe and difficult to recover consequences for the environment of Ukraine, in addition, such damage may be irreparable and entail the irreversible destruction of elements of flora and fauna, which requires urgent measures to protect the environment, fixing and compensating for the damage caused to it, as well as restoring the environment as soon as possible.
2. To emphasize that the damage to the environment from the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine is cross-border and causes damage not only to the environment of Ukraine but also to the environment of the countries of the entire region due to the movement of environmental elements polluted as a result of military operations, such as water in the Black and Azov seas, water in rivers, groundwater, air, etc. to other countries, as well as the destruction of representatives of flora and fauna that migrate or live on the territory of different countries.
3. Emphasize that the aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine and its destruction of the Kakhovskaya HPP, which is directly technologically connected with the largest nuclear power plant in Europe - the Zaporizhzhya NPP, puts the world at risk of a nuclear disaster, in connection with which the signatories of the declaration call for immediate demilitarization territory of the Zaporizhzhia NPP, withdraw all armed formations, all military equipment, all explosives from there, and transfer control over it to Ukraine.
4. To create an international environmental platform for the assessment of environmental damage from the aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the purpose of which is to promote the protection, restoration and compensation of damage to the environment of Ukraine.
5. Provide further multilateral cooperation within the framework of the International Environmental Platform for assessing environmental damage from aggressive war, as well as bilateral cooperation between partner countries and Ukraine, aimed at:
5.1. Expert, technical, and financial support aimed at increasing quality capabilities for recording damage to Ukraine's environment and the highest quality verification and assessment of such damage.
5.2. Of the methods adopted in Ukraine for assessing the damage caused to the environment, in particular, involving the leading national and international institutions with the ultimate goal of providing the highest quality standard of verification and damage assessment that can be used both by Ukraine and by other countries whose environment suffers damage, as a result of the ongoing armed aggression of the Russian Federation.
5.3. Collection and exchange of data on the damage caused to the environment as a result of the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, presentation and initiation of issues of prevention of negative consequences and prosecution of the guilty, including with the use of international legal mechanisms.
5.4. Cooperation in the field of legal regulation for the purpose of fair recording of environmental damage, its assessment and recovery of environmental damage.
6. To establish cooperation between the participants of the International Environmental Platform, Ukraine and the elements of the International Mechanism for compensation for damage caused to develop uniform quality standards for recording, verification and assessment of damage caused to the environment.
7. Emphasize that the scale of damage caused to the environment as a result of the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine indicates the need for appropriate criminal prosecution of crimes against the environment committed on the territory of Ukraine or against Ukraine in accordance with national legislation and international law.
8. Contribute to the restoration of the natural environment of Ukraine, in particular measures for land reclamation and demining, revival of destroyed forests and nature reserves, creation of new national parks and nature conservation zones, cleaning of rivers, lakes and sea waters, etc.
9. Other countries wishing to contribute to efforts to ensure the support, preservation and restoration of the environment of Ukraine and the world may join this Declaration at any time.
Summing up, the signatories of the Declaration agreed that:
1. Together, they will face new challenges and threats to the environment caused by the ongoing armed invasion of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, and jointly make efforts to strengthen countermeasures against these threats, uncompromisingly asserting that environmental protection is an urgent task facing all members of the international community.
2. The need for a coordinated global response to condemn and address the environmental damage caused by the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine is undeniable.
3. The environmental damage caused by the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine has a systemic, cross-border and global scale. Its scale, duration and nature negatively affect the results of the global community's long-term efforts to combat climate change and reduce emissions of any poisonous and polluting substances.
4. The Russian Federation bears full responsibility for the illegal, unjustified and unprovoked war of armed invasion against Ukraine, which seriously undermined global environmental security and for which it must bear full responsibility.
5. The Russian Federation must bear responsibility for all the damage caused by the aggressive war to the environment and compensate for it.
6. The history of manifestations of aggressive wars proves that their result is always significant damage to the environment, and international efforts to protect the environment should become one of the leading deterrents not only to stop the ongoing aggressive war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine but also to deter manifestations of armed invasions in the future.
7. The implementation of the "Peace Formula of the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy", contributes to the effective consolidation of international efforts to counter environmental threats that arise as a result of the aggressive war of the Russian Federation and thus makes a significant contribution to ensuring global efforts to protect the environment and preserve our planet for future generations.



